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The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope 

by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer 
The author details how he ignored naysayers and was able to bring electricity and running water to his Malawian 
village when he built a makeshift windmill out of scrap metal and spare parts. Alex Award 2010. 
 
Bullet Point 

By Peter Abrahams 
The only thing seventeen-year-old Wyatt knew about his biological father was that he was serving a life sentence, 
but circumstances and a new girlfriend bring them together and soon Wyatt is working to prove his father's 
innocence. 
 
The Carrie Diaries 

By Candace Bushnell 
In this prequel to Candace Bushnell's "Sex and the City," Carrie Bradshaw is enjoying her senior year of high school 
and her intense relationship with the dashing Sebastian Kydd, until a friend's shocking betrayal threatens to ruin 
everything. 
 
Center Field 

By Robert Lipsyte 
Mike lives for baseball and hopes to follow his idol into the major leagues one day, but he is distracted by a new 
player who might take his place in center field, an ankle injury, problems at home, and a growing awareness that 
something sinister is happening at school. 
 
Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith 

By Deborah Heiligman 
A biography of English naturalist Charles Darwin that provides an account of the personality behind evolutionary 
theory and the affect of his work on his personal life, such as his relationship with his religious wife. Printz Honor 
2010. 
 
Don Quixote 

By Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra 
The epic tale of an eccentric country gentleman and his companion who set out as a knight and squire of old to right 
wrongs and punish evil in sixteenth-century Spain. 
 
The Enemy  

By Charles Higson 
A group of young survivors is offered safety from the roaming packs of zombie-like adults in Buckingham Palace, 
but, even after they survive their perilous journey through London, the teens arrive only to find their fight is far from 
over. 
 
For the Win 

By Cory Doctorow 
A group of teens from around the world find themselves drawn into an online revolution arranged by a mysterious 
young woman known as Big Sister Nor, who hopes to challenge the status quo and change the world using her 
virtual connections. 
 
Going Bovine 

By Libba Bray 
Cameron Smith, a disaffected sixteen-year-old diagnosed with mad cow disease, sets off on a road trip with a 
death-obsessed, video-gaming dwarf he meets in the hospital in an attempt to find a cure. Printz Award. 
 
Gone 

By Lisa McMann 
While eighteen-year-old Janie ponders her future with Cabe, knowing that her being a dream-catcher means 
eventual blindness and crippling, she encounters her past as the father she never knew is hospitalized with brain 
trauma and seems to need her help. Third of a trilogy including Wake and Fade. 
 
 
 
 



 

Half the Sky 

By Nicholas D. Kristof 
Tells the stories of women in Africa and Asia who have been victims of sex trafficking and forced prostitution, 
gender-based violence, and maternal mortality, and shows how girls' education and micro-finance can change their 
lives while providing a boost to the economies of developing countries. 
 
Living Hell 

By Catherine Jinks 
Chronicles the transformation of a spaceship into a living organism, as seventeen-year-old Cheney leads the 
hundreds of inhabitants in a fight for survival while machines turn on them, treating all humans as parasites. 
 
Marcelo in the Real World 

By Francisco X. Stork 
Marcelo Sandoval, a seventeen-year-old boy on the high-functioning end of the autistic spectrum, faces new 
challenges, including romance and injustice, when he goes to work for his father in the mailroom of a corporate law 
firm. 
 
Mockingjay (available August 24) 

By Suzanne Collins 
Katniss Everdeen, having survived the Hunger Games twice, learns she and her family and friends are in danger 
because the Capitol holds her responsible for the unrest and races against time to protect those she cares about 
and the people of District 12.  Third of a trilogy including The Hunger Games and Catching Fire. 
 

The Monstrumologist 

By Rick Yancey 
In 1888, twelve-year-old Will Henry chronicles his apprenticeship with Dr. Warthrop, a scientist who hunts and 
studies real-life monsters, as they discover and attempt to destroy a pod of Anthropophagi. 
 
Resistance: Book 1 

By Carla Jablonski 
Although their father is in a German P.O.W. camp, Paul and Marie are barely touched by World War II in Vichy, 
France, in 1942. But, when their friend Henri's parents disappear, the children decide to hide their Jewish friend 
from the Nazis and soon find themselves involved in the French Resistance. 
 
Shiver 

By Maggie Stiefvater 
In all the years she has watched the wolves in the woods behind her house, Grace has been particularly drawn to 
an unusual yellow-eyed wolf who, in his turn, has been watching her with increasing intensity. 
 
The Short Second Life of Bree Tanner 

By Stephenie Meyer  
Bree, a newborn vampire and part of the army preparing to close in on Bella Swan and the Cullens, does not recall 
much about her life as a human, but knows enough to realize she is a pawn in a dangerous game that could end in 
her death--for the last time. 
 
Spirit Bound 

By Richelle Mead 
(#5 Vampire Academy Series)  Rose Hathaway returns to St. Vladimir's in time for graduation, but while she looks 
forward to starting her life outside the academy, her heart longs for Dimitri; meanwhile, Dimitri begins to search for 
Rose with the intention of keeping her with him forever. Warning – cliffhanger ending! 
 
Tales of the Madman Underground 

By John Barnes 
Karl Shoemaker, starting his senior year in Lightsburg, Ohio, in 1973, vows to break out of the therapy group he has 
been forced to attend during school hours and become "normal." 
 
This I Believe II 

A collection of seventy-five essays, based on the National Public Radio series where ordinary people and known 
figures--including Yo Yo Ma, Eli Wiesel, and Mary Chapin Carpenter--describe their personal philosophies, and 
features selections entitled "I Will Take My Voice Back," "The Right to be Fully American," and many others. 
 
Unwind 

By Neal Shusterman 
Three teens embark upon a cross-country journey in order to escape from a society that salvages body parts from 
children ages thirteen to eighteen. 
 

Go to the Reading Room link on the Livonia HS Library webpage 
http://classrooms.livoniacsd.org/mdonofrio/index.htm 

for links to more great suggestions!  Happy Reading! 


